« Who Invented the Mystery Drink? -
Answered!
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I have always believed
that the Mystery Drink
was created at the Mai
Kai and copied by the
Kahiki. I had wondered
why my early Mai Kai
drink menu copyrighted
1957 did not have it in
the list. I knew it came

later. In fact, I was told
this last weekend at
Hukilau that it was first served in 1962.

The Kahiki opened in 1961. The oldest menu I have from there has the Mystery Drink
on it. The bowl it shows on that menu is exceedingly rare. That bowl shows up in a few
pictures of celebrities at the Kahiki from those early days. But for the Kahiki to copy
the Mystery Drink, it would have to come at the very earliest, in 1962. More likely even

later.

If there are images from their opening showing the Mystery Drink, dated 1961, then
the invention of this classic height of Poly Pop is now in doubt. I will search out my
own archives later for the photographic evidence. Post your pics if you have it already

before vou.

UPDATE: The Kahiki ran an insert in the newspaper on September 24th, 1961, with
an image of the Msytery Bowl, and mentions the Mystery drink and where the
Mystery Bowl was made. That stamps a clear date on the Kahiki Mystery Drink as
1961. If the Mai Kai served the first Msytery Drink in 1962, they were copying the
Kahiki.



